DRONE GUIDELINES
Rochdale Film Office

[bookmark: _Hlk207838787]Filming with a Drone or Small Unmanned Aircrafts (SUA) 
Filming with drones, also referred to as SUA, are often used in filming to create wide or high-level shots within the film & TV industry. This document is intended to set out general guidelines relating to the use of drones for commercial filming activity
Before applying to the Rochdale Film Office for permission to use a drone for filming activity, productions or individuals must always:
• Employ an approved drone operator 
• Seek advice from the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) website UK Civil Aviation Authority
• Apply for permission from the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) for Specific Category flights
• Acquire permission from the owner or manager of the land used for take-off and landing



Film Permits
A film permit for any type of filming in the borough of Rochdale, including drones, must be applied for via the Rochdale Film Office. Please apply at:  https://app.apply4.com/filmapp/uk/rochdale

Application Process 
• Any production planning to use a drone for the purpose of filming anywhere in the Borough of Rochdale must contact the Rochdale Film Office
• Advance notice is required.
• Take-off and landing permissions on private property must be sought before making an application 
• Drone requests on or near the public highway may be refused
• In cases where a road closure is required in order to operate the safe and controlled flight path of the drone, please note that typical notice periods are between 4-6weeks

Documents Required
The following documents will need to be supplied to Rochdale Film Office with all permit applications:
• A copy of the drone operators CAA Navigation Order 
• Drone flight map 
• A copy of the Drone operators RAMS and PLI certificate 
• A copy of the drone operator pilot’s licence 
• Letter drops to local residents / businesses in the affected zone

In advance of filming, you must ensure you have: 
• Permission from the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) 
• Permission from the owner or manager the land used for take-off and landing
• Control over the area you intend to use the drone 
• This includes any persons or vehicles in the affected zone

In advance of filming, you must have CAA permission 
•  Apply to the CAA for drone operation permission
• All commercial drone operators must be in possession of a CAA permission document
• Any drone flight in an urban area or near large crowds of people, whether for private or commercial purposes, will require a CAA permission document
• The CAA grants permission for multi-rotor and fixed-wing type, and will only grant permission for drones that do not exceed 20kg 
• Drone operators must read the CAA’s safety guidance 
• For more information contact the CAA Flight Operations Department on 01293 573 517 or UAVenquiries@caa.co.uk 

Land permission and area control details and responsibilities
Productions using drones for filming must ensure they are familiar with aircraft legislation and procedures relating to aerial filming

Aircraft Legislation and Procedures
www.legislation.gov.uk 
The Air Navigation Order, Articles 166 and 167, state that the person in charge of a small unmanned surveillance aircraft must not fly the aircraft in any of the circumstances detailed in The Aircraft Navigation Order, some but not all, are listed below: 

The Air Navigation Order, Article 166
• The drone operator may only fly the aircraft if reasonably satisfied that the flight can safely be made
• The drone operator must maintain direct, unaided visual contact with the aircraft sufficient to monitor its flight path 

The Air Navigation Order, Article 167
• Not within150 metres of any congested area of a city or town
• Not within 50 metres of any vessel, vehicle or structure not under the control of the aircraft operator

CAA Information Notice 2014/190, point 6.1.4, states:
•  “In any circumstances or weight category, it should be noted that flights directly overhead persons and vehicles will not be allowed at any height in a congested area unless they are under the control of the person in charge of the aircraft” A full closure of the road or area to be used will usually need to be in place before the drone can be used
• Drone operators should liaise with the organisation or individual responsible for the land required for take-off and landing to obtain permission
• Drone operators should ensure that the land below the flightpath is either clear of people and vehicles by the requisite distances, or that access to the surface is restricted and any people and vehicles are under control of the operator. 
• Drones should not be flown over people, vessels or vehicles that are not in control of the production
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