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Guidance for the use of animals at events 

1. The Safety Advisory Group (SAG) plays an important role in ensuring the safety and quality assurance of events. Its purpose is to support event organisers and local authorities by promoting clear responsibilities, coordinated multi-agency planning, and high standards of health and safety. The SAG provides advice on risk management, emergency and contingency planning, relevant legislation, and licensing matters. It also helps minimise disruption to local communities, considers emerging threats and significant incidents, and reviews reports from inspections, visits, and debriefs.
2. Any activity whereby an animal is exhibited to the public for a fee is considered a licensable activity under the Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals) (England) Regulations 2018 (the ‘Regulations’) and would require a licence for keeping/training animals for exhibition. Examples of this type of activity includes, but is not limited to, mobile petting farms, animal shows, and birds of prey displays. 
3. Any applications for events including animals will be considered on a case-by-case basis and will take into consideration whether licensing requirements and the Five Welfare Needs under the Animal Welfare Act 2006 are being met. The Five Welfare Needs include each animal’s need for:
· a suitable environment
· a suitable diet
· the ability to exhibit normal behaviours
· being housed with or apart from other animals
· protection from pain, suffering, injury, and disease. 
4. A robust plan must be submitted alongside any application detailing the animal welfare facilities at the event and how these meet the Five Welfare Needs for every animal to be involved in the event. 
5. Anyone exhibiting an animal on Council-owned or maintained land which meets the business test under the Regulations must:
· Submit a copy of the licence which permits them to exhibit animals on a commercial basis under the Regulations to TWBC Events (events@tunbridgewells.gov.uk) or on EventApp for review. The licence must be issued by the Local Authority in which the exhibit/event is taking place. A copy of the licence must also be brought to the event for display. 
· Clarification on when an activity meets the business test and requires a licence under the Regulations can be found here. To apply for a licence, please visit the Council’s website. Please note, the licensing process may take up to 10 weeks from point of application. 
· Where appropriate, submit a copy of the relevant Article 10 certificates for animals listed on Annex A of the European Regulation 1320/2014 to TWBC Events (events@tunbridgewells.gov.uk) or on EventApp.
· Ensure all waste is collected and disposed of in an appropriate manner compliant with environment regulations. 
· Comply with the Animal Welfare Act 2006 and Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals) (England) Regulations 2018 at all times. 
6. If non-domesticated animals, which normally reside at a premises issued a licence under the Zoo Licensing Act 1981, intend to be exhibited at events, the responsible person for these animals must bring a copy of their licence to the event and submit a copy of the licence to TWBC Events (events@tunbridgewells.gov.uk) or on EventApp ahead of the event. The responsible person must also be able to justify the animals’ use in the event and the purpose of the event e.g. education.
It is important to note that birds of prey displays may be operated under a Zoo licence under the Zoo Licensing Act 1981 or under a keeping/training animals for exhibition licence under the above Regulations. 
7. No animals of any sort are to be awarded as prizes at any events. 
8. Risk assessments must be submitted ahead of the event to TWBC Events (events@tunbridgewells.gov.uk) or on EventApp and must take into consideration whether it is appropriate to use animals for the event or if a suitable alternative can be used. Animals are not permitted to be used in any events where they are required to exhibit unnatural behaviours. 
9. All necessary documentation regarding animal transport must be submitted ahead of the event to TWBC Events (events@tunbridgewells.gov.uk) or on EventApp (e.g. Animal Transport Authorisations). 
10. Anyone responsible for an animal taking part in an event must consider the time the animal is being used in the event and must factor in appropriate rest breaks for the animal. It must also be demonstrated that there is an appropriate staff to animal ratio to ensure any animal handling is always supervised to prevent distress to the animals. 
11. Appropriate signage and facilities must be in place for any animal handling events by members of the public, for the provision of hand washing facilities, which should include running hot and cold water, soap and hygienic hand drying facilities. 
12. Owners of dogs attending events on Council-owned and maintained land, outside of a licensed exhibition, must comply with the following: 
· Dogs attending events must be kept on a short lead at all times and remain under close control 
· Dogs must wear a collar and ID tag (detailing the owner’s name and address, including postcode) when in a public place
· Clean up after your dog and dispose of any waste in designated bins
· Any dog older than 8 weeks old must be microchipped with the required details recorded on an approved database in line with the Microchipping of Cats and Dogs (England) Regulations 2023

The Council reserves the right to reject any application and to cancel all or part of the event, including any section involving animals, where the compliance requirements stated in this document have not been satisfied.
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